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FHYA’s Aims 
•  Promote and support research into the persistently 

neglected remote southern African past 
•  Perceived absence of archival material for this period - no 

archive in place but materials in:  
•  Collections, that are often Undated...Misidentified…

Dispersed…Difficult to access 
•  Circulation in social life 

(E.g. clan praises and histories)  
•  Undertake digital archival curations and facilitate 

new engagements (not archival management and 
custody) 

 



What is the FHYA? 
•  Conceptual intervention: 

•  Releases materials from forms of colonial framing 
•  Elicits further materials from diverse settings 
•  Convenes them together in a refigured archive 

•  Technical intervention – digital exemplars to enable 
refiguring: 
•  AtoM option (500 Year Archive) 
•  Low-resource archive option (EMANDULO) 

 



Why an Archival Framework? 
Archives organised by respect des fonds: 

•  Makes clear how the materials concerned were 
assembled and deposited in preservatory institutional 
settings  

In contrast: 
•  Museum collections - classify items in terms of ethnic 

and/or cultural categories 
•  Herbaria - classify items by taxa & species 
•  Private holdings – idiosyncratic organisation 



Why AtoM? 
•  Respect des fonds & RAD  
•  Could be used to keep a record 

of:  
•  Shaping of materials over time 
•  Previous taxonomies and 

preservation practices 
•  Brings materials together – audio, 

texts, images, objects, botanical 
specimens, books etc. 

•  Institutional & technical support – 
UCT & eResearch 



Limitations – organic growth 
•  Institutional materials  
•  Researcher’s 

materials, e.g. field 
notes 

•  Living archive like 
clan histories and 
praises 

•  Non-repository 
based materials 

 



•  Search across: 
•  Institutional 

materials 
•  Additional 

Resources 
•  User inputs 

•  Highlight search terms 
•  Issues of search 

weighting 

Limitations – maximum searchability 



Limitations – curatorial 
experimentations 



Limitations – sustainability and 
expense 

•  Customisation – expense of updating and 
maintaining 

•  Lack of local expertise 
 
A homegrown solution…? 



Why EMANDULO? 
•  Facilitates 

organic growth 
•  Expense and 

sustainability – 
low resource, 
low 
maintenance, 
high resilience 

•  Facilitates 
experimentation 


